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Labour's Lost, on 7th January for Henry F, oil xoth Feb-
ruary for The Merchant of Venice, which so pleased King
James that he commanded a second performance on the
12th. Later, payments were made for The Tempest, acted
before the King on ist November, 1611, and again in
February 1613, on the marriage festivities of the Princess
Elizabeth.

Valuable evidence for the dates of the earlier plays is
given in Francis Meres' list of a dozen quoted on p. 13.
These plays at least were produced before Meres' book
went to press in the summer of 15-9 8. Moreover it is
probable that other plays, more important, had not then
been produced, otherwise Meres would hardly have failed
to mention Hamlet, Othello and Lear.

Such evidence as this seldom gives the date of the first
performance of any play, but it certainly 'shows that the
play had been written before a certain date.

The second kind of evidence is internal, where in the
play itself there is some unmistakable reference to an
identifiable event. There are not many of these in Shake-
speare's plays, for although he often reminded his audience
of current events in some significant speech, he seldom
makes a direct reference.

There is, however, a clear reference to the triumphant
departure on 2jth March, 15*99, of the Earl of Essex for
Ireland in the Chorus before Act v of Henrj V:

But now behold,

In the quick forge and working-house of thought,
How London doth pour out her citizens,
The Mayor and all his brethren in best sort,